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hen reading about 
the birth of Christ, 
I saw something I 
had not seen be- 
fore. Namely, the 
Bible records four 
dreams Joseph had before and 
after the birth of Christ. Below, 
we will list the occasions of Jo- 
seph's dreams and then we will 
make some comments about 
them. (Please be sure to read the 
context of these Bible references 
on your own.) 

"But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their 
sins.'" (Matt. 1:20-21). 

"Now when they had departed, be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, 'Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you, for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him. '" (Matt. 
2:13). 

"But when Herod died, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
'Rise, take the child and his mother 
and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child's life are 
dead.'" (Matt. 2:19-20). 

"But when he heard that Archelaus 



was reigning over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he with- 
drew to the district of Galilee. And he 
went and lived in a city called Naz- 
areth, that what was spoken by the 
prophets might be fulfilled: He shall be 
called a Nazarene. '" (Matt. 2:22-23). 

I know we have read these pas- 
sages many times when we have 
read the account of the birth and 
early days of Christ. Yet, this time, 
those verses jumped out at me. 
One reason is because of the fre- 
quency. There are four separate 
times when the dreams of Joseph 
are mentioned in a relatively short 
section of Scripture. Another rea- 
son is the subject. The purpose of all 
four of these dreams was to protect 
the Son of God in those early days. 
Another thing that stands out 
about these dreams is the recipient. 
Realizing that the Catholic world 
places undue emphasis upon Mary, 
the fact was not lost on me that all 
of these dreams were given to Jo- 
seph! Though the Bible does not 
record a single word Joseph spoke, 
it is evident that God was speaking 
to Joseph through dreams! 

What Purpose Did These 
Dreams Serve? 

If we read carefully, we will see 
that all four dreams served one pur- 
pose. The purpose of the dreams 
was to preserve the Savior so that 
He could save the world! From the 
first dream to the last, each one 
served to make sure that Jesus 
would be able to do the work He 



was supposed to do on earth (Lk. 19:10; 
Jn. 17:4). It was not God's will for 
Christ to die by Herod's hand (Jn. 18:36- 
37)! It also was not fitting for Joseph and 
Mary to raise Jesus in Egypt! Therefore, 
God sent dreams to Joseph to spare Je- 
sus and save the world from sin. What a 
wonderful and humbling truth when we 
consider the power of these dreams! 

I Stand Amazed ... 

When it came to man's salvation, we 
see that God was involved in every as- 
pect of it. He promised a Savior in Gene- 
sis 3:15. He planned for our savior to 
come to this world through a family in 
Genesis 12 (Matt. 1; Lk. 3). He added a 
law until the "seed" should come to this 
earth (Gal. 3:19). Further, He made sure 
that Christ came to this world at the 
right time (Gal. 4:4). When our Lord 
came to this world, the chief priests, 
scribes, and the wise men recognized 
that this was exactly what God had 
promised would come to pass (Matt. 2:1- 
12). 

Therefore, the four dreams Joseph 
had were entirely in keeping with the 
character of God. He was again making 
sure that His Son, "the seed", would 
come into this world and would be 
spared so as to live on this earth and 
then be that sacrifice for men (Rev. 
13:8). I stand amazed, because in pre- 
serving Christ in those early days, He 
was also making sure Christ died on the 
cross! On the other hand, by preserving 
Christ in those early days, God was 
making sure I could have the opportu- 
nity to be saved from sin (Matt. 20:28; 
Isa. 53)! What love! What mercy! What 
blessing! What a God! What a Savior! 

Friend, have we stopped to thank 
God for Christ today? These four dreams 
is but more evidence of the love of God! 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 




Wandering 
Pilgrims 

Benjamin Franklin, preacher 
(1812-1878) 



e know of two or 
three wandering 
pilgrims that are 
now old men, of 
good enough tal- 
ent to have made a 
permanent record long ago, and 
yet received in doubt wherever 
they go, held in distrust, and, to 
say the least, they have nothing 
that could be called a standing. To 
be safe, all the overseers in the 
church need do is simply receive 
no man till he produces clear evi- 
dence of good standing. Look 
back over the record and see 
where the men have gone to who 
have tried the gospel of soul sleep- 
ing. Where are Elias Shortridge, 
Wm. P. Shockey, Wm. S. Speer, 
J.K. Speer, Snooks, and others of 
the same ilk? and where are their 
works? A streak of desolation has 
followed in their train all the way. 
They have divided churches, set 
the people of God at variance, and 
sown the seeds of discord. This is 
the kind of fruit that has been 
gathered from their work. Look 
back over the ground and see 
what has followed every man that 
has stranded among us. Nothing 
but ruin has followed. Men that 
stood fair, had fine talent and 
valuable attainments, by some 
kind of departure or other, have 
gone, little by little, blaming those 
that loved them, and would, had 
it been in their power, have done 
anything to make them happy, till 
all is lost and they feel averse to 
almost everything. This is what it 
brings to get restless and dissatis- 
fied with the plain truth of the 
Scriptures. 

The race of some men is short, 



and the mischief they do is certain. 
The ruin they bring to the churches 
is inevitable. Nothing is more im- 
portant than that the churches 
should guard against false teachers. 
In the place of being flattered that 
all is well, and that they mean all 
right, we should be on the lookout; 
watch all unscriptural words and 
phrases; every false move and pre- 
tence; every doubtful man and 
measure, and encourage that which 
is safe, sound and good. Make 
every public man sensible that it is 
of importance to him, and to the 
cause, to be known to be sound in 
teaching; to hold fast the form of 
sound speech that can not be con- 
demned; to be entirely safe and 
reliable; to have a good record dur- 
ing his past history as a preacher. 
Make all our young men specially 
sensible of the importance to them 
to become permanent men, firm 
decided and determined in their 
course. We want no milk-and- 
water men, a little this way and a 
little that, but men of settled princi- 
ples, religious convictions and reli- 
able purposes. Be careful who you 
"indorse" as preachers of the gos- 
pel. Men who want good indorsers 
should be good men. 

(From: Book Of Gems , p. 219-220) 

Editor's Note: 

So that there will be no confu- 
sion, please note the birth and 
death dates for this author. This 



article was not written by Benjamin 
Franklin the statesman, but by a nephew 
of his, also named Benjamin, who was a 
preacher of the gospel almost 200 years 
ago. He did much good for the cause of 
Christ in the 1800's, and we are certainly 
privileged to still have his writings with 
us. 

Having said this, I encourage you to 
go back and read this article again. Take 
note of the warnings brother Franklin is 
giving us concerning false teachers and 
the destruction they bring. Brother 
Franklin is warning us the same way Je- 
sus (Matt. 7:15-20), Paul (Titus 1:11; II 
Tim. 4:3-4), and Peter (II Pet. 2:1-3) 
warned us of false teachers among us. 

May we pay careful attention to the 
words of brother Franklin. His call for 
men to return to the Bible, and just be 
satisfied to follow God's word is a call 
that needs to be repeated today. There 
are those today who leave us with the 
impression in their preaching that they 
have "discovered" some "new" truth. 
No way! The need today is to just keep 
on preaching and pressing the same eter- 
nal truth that has been given to man by 
God (Jn. 17:17). God's word gives us 
"all things that pertain to life and godli- 
ness. " (II Pet. 1 :3) Since this is true, we 
need not look elsewhere for the truth. 
We need to respect and love God for this 
precious gift, His word that has the 
power to save all men (Rom. 1:16). 



Our Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/ 

CaneyvillechurchOfChrist 




/ want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Meeting Times: 



Sunday Bible Study — 
Sunday Worship — 
Sunday Worship — 
Wednesday Bible Study 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



"The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 

(www.youtube.com/TheOWPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark" Radio program airs on WXMZ, 106.3 FM, Mon-Fri, 

1:00-1:30 pm. It is also broadcast on www.thez.voyagetech.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs 
£hmi£i (270) 589-4167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



